
Update Your Tool Box
presented by Karen Haggard
TASL Tool Time, June 2014



Your Toolbox needs tools to help 
you with:

CURATION
CONTENT
COMMUNITY
CREATIVE stuff



CURATION

“Curation means to select, collect, preserve, 
maintain, organize and archive. One dictionary 
defines a "curator" as someone in charge of a 
museum or library! So in that sense, librarians 
have always been curators.”
Source: http://webtools4u2use.wikispaces.com/Curation+Tools 

http://webtools4u2use.wikispaces.com/Curation+Tools


CURATION

Now includes digital content, too:
● databases
● reliable web sites
● booklists
● sites on internet safety
● etc.



CURATION
Symbaloo is my favorite.
Create free account at Symbaloo.com
Easy to create a webmix and share it.
Some samples:
Reading, Librarians to watch, Biography project









Symbaloo

http://www.symbaloo.com/mix/amsreaders
http://www.symbaloo.
com/mix/schoollibrariestowatch 
http://www.symbaloo.
com/mix/biographyprojects 

http://www.symbaloo.com/mix/amsreaders
http://www.symbaloo.com/mix/amsreaders
http://www.symbaloo.com/mix/schoollibrariestowatch
http://www.symbaloo.com/mix/schoollibrariestowatch
http://www.symbaloo.com/mix/schoollibrariestowatch
http://www.symbaloo.com/mix/biographyprojects
http://www.symbaloo.com/mix/biographyprojects
http://www.symbaloo.com/mix/biographyprojects


Live Binders
Create free account at http://livebinders.com  
Browse the ones already created, for example 
Common Core. Add to your shelf.
Create one for yourself or your teachers.
I’m using it this summer as web page.

http://livebinders.com


My Live Binders

for my teachers:
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?
id=431935   Access code: bobcats

Reading Suggestions: 
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?
id=378447 

http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=431935
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=431935
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=431935
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=378447
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=378447
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=378447






Series and Sequels

http://yaseries.bettendorflibrary.com/index.
php/Main_Page

http://www.mymcpl.org/cfapps/juvser/title.cfm?
browse=A 

http://yaseries.bettendorflibrary.com/index.php/Main_Page
http://yaseries.bettendorflibrary.com/index.php/Main_Page
http://yaseries.bettendorflibrary.com/index.php/Main_Page
http://www.mymcpl.org/cfapps/juvser/title.cfm?browse=A
http://www.mymcpl.org/cfapps/juvser/title.cfm?browse=A
http://www.mymcpl.org/cfapps/juvser/title.cfm?browse=A


Sharing your resources

Bookmarks
Every paper that goes home
PTA/parent letters/twitter/web page
https://bitly.com/
http://tinyurl.com/
or QR codes

https://bitly.com/
https://bitly.com/
http://tinyurl.com/
http://tinyurl.com/


CONTENT

This has to do with what we teach.
I’ve included some that I use frequently.



CONTENT

TRAILS  http://www.trails-9.org/ 
Assesses info literacy skills for grades 3, 6, 
9,12
Free, easy to use.
Set up account
Use as pre- or post-assessment.

http://www.trails-9.org/




CONTENT

Common Sense Media
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ 
Sign up as an educator.  I use their materials 
for teaching internet safety.
Also book & movie reviews, great info to share 
with parents.

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/




CONTENT

ReadWorks  https://www.readworks.org/ 
Share with teachers.  
All kinds of passages for reading, by lexile and 
subject.  More added all the time.
List of passages for summer reading too.

https://www.readworks.org/




CONTENT

Country Reports is a database I buy for about 
$80 per year.  Great info on the social aspects 
of countries, including recipes, not found on 
sites like CIA’s World Factbook. Grades 2-8.
http://www.countryreports.
org/video/testimonials.htm

http://www.countryreports.org/video/testimonials.htm
http://www.countryreports.org/video/testimonials.htm
http://www.countryreports.org/video/testimonials.htm




CONTENT

AASL: http://www.ala.org/aasl/
● AASL Crosswalk (AASL standards/CCSS)
● Lesson plan database
● Best Apps for Teaching & Learning
● Best Websites for Teaching & Learning
● eCOLLab: Content, Collaboration, 

Community

http://www.ala.org/aasl/




CONTENT

“flipping” your instruction
● Library orientation
● Instruction on NoodleTools (making a 

citation)
● How my teachers used this year.
● I use Quick Time Movie to record a 

screencast demo & post to my web page.



COMMUNITY

Get ideas & inspiration from people all over the 
place!  
Your own PLN 24/7



COMMUNITY

EdWeb:  http://edweb.net
● LMC @ the Forefront
● Emerging Tech: Using Technology to 

Advance Your School Library Program
● Tech Tools for the Classroom
Monthly webinars are archived. Chats with 
other members.

http://edweb.net


COMMUNITY

Michael Gorman
http://21centuryedtech.wordpress.com
Blog with posts on PBL, digital learning & 
citizenship, basketball, and (August 2013) 
Seven Steps to Web Site Evaluation

http://21centuryedtech.wordpress.com
http://21centuryedtech.wordpress.com




COMMUNITY

Teacher Librarian Ning
http://teacherlibrarian.ning.com/ 
monthly webinar (archived)  (Note: Eastern 
Time)

lots of communities to join within TLN

http://teacherlibrarian.ning.com/
http://teacherlibrarian.ning.com/




COMMUNITY

BookList and School Library Journal often have 
webinars.  Many feature new titles.  They are 
archived. Look for SLJ: Be the Change
http://blog.booklistonline.
com/category/webinars
http://slj.com/category/webcasts/#

http://blog.booklistonline.com/category/webinars
http://blog.booklistonline.com/category/webinars
http://blog.booklistonline.com/category/webinars
http://slj.com/category/webcasts/#
http://slj.com/category/webcasts/#


COMMUNITY

Don’t forget to add your local public library to 
your community.
● Collaborate on programs
● Share assignments
● Links to their catalog in your OPAC and on 

your web page





CREATIVE stuff

Ideas
Pinterest
Book promotion
More



CREATIVE stuff
Book Love: Developing Depth, Stamina, and 
Passion in Adolescent Readers by Penny Kittle. 
Heinemann, 2013
● book talks every day
● Readers have plans for the next book.
● Post covers of books; have students sign the 

cover when they read the book.(VSBA)



CREATIVE stuff

Create your reading 
footprint using 
Tagxedo.
Source: http:
//pageintraining.wordpress.
com/2013/08/27/whats-
your-reading-footprint/



CREATIVE stuff

Celebrating books with an event:
● Series-ly Celebrating:  Book Parties for 

Popular Children’s Series
● Pick a book and look on Pinterest for ideas.
●



Divergent event

● Sign-up required, limit to 40, require parent 
form with phone #

● after school event, 1.5 hours
● Students did online quiz to choose their 

faction.
● Snack: chocolate cake, blue juice, apples
● Activities: Tattoos, bookmark art, trivia







Hunger Games/Catching Fire

● evening event, similar registration
● Trivia (Jeopardy); decorate cookies, reaping, 

archery, knot tying, Tracker Jacker tag
● costumes
● Dress the Tributes, Poison berries,
● Training stations









Library Lovers Month

February
● No fine week
● Valentines to the Library
● Blind Date with a book
● Bookmark contest for Dr. Seuss’s birthday
● Winter Reading Olympics (3 books: country, 

sports, ice/winter/white)





Pinterest is your friend

● Library displays
● book party ideas
● Edmodo and Common Sense media have 

boards
● Caution: it is addictive!
● Next slide shows an idea I adapted from 

Pinterest.



Reading Olympics
● Modern Pentathlon: 5 books from different 

genres
● Relay: Get 2 friends to read the same book 

with you.
● Triathlon:  Read 3 books from the VSBA list.
● Weightlifting:  Read a book that is 400 pages 

or more.
● Marathon Reader: 26 books by May 15







 CREATIVE stuff

Make your own quotes:
http://recitethis.com

http://recitethis.com
http://recitethis.com


Go to this link to get the poster:
http://www.librarymediaconnection.
com/pdf/lmc/reviews_and_articles/featured_articles/Creighton_August_September2013.pdf 

http://www.librarymediaconnection.com/pdf/lmc/reviews_and_articles/featured_articles/Creighton_August_September2013.pdf
http://www.librarymediaconnection.com/pdf/lmc/reviews_and_articles/featured_articles/Creighton_August_September2013.pdf
http://www.librarymediaconnection.com/pdf/lmc/reviews_and_articles/featured_articles/Creighton_August_September2013.pdf


Extras(if time allows):

Crew/student volunteers
Volunteer manual
Themes
Summer reading for teachers
Data/monthly reports



Go to m.socrative.com

Your room number is 999231

Complete the Toolbox Exit Quiz.  You do NOT 
have to add your name.

Thanks!



Exit Ticket
1.Your grade level is
    A. elementary B. middle C. high school
2. Which of these tools do you most want to 
add to your toolbox?
3. Is there a tool you already use and love?
4. Share a favorite  tool not discussed today.
5. Rate this session: 1 to 5 stars. Comments?


